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state university community
published by news & information services
Murray, DeVos to speak at commencement ceremonies
Across Campus
Former Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray 
and ArtPrize founder Rick DeVos will speak at 
the university’s commencement ceremonies on 
May 1 at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Murray, now the president of Meijer Inc., will 
speak at the 10 a.m. ceremony. DeVos is the 
scheduled speaker for the 3 p.m. ceremony.
Students participating in the morning ceremo-
ny will be from five colleges: Seidman College 
of Business, College of Community and Public 
Service, Padnos College of Engineering, College 
of Health Professions, and Kirkhof College of 
Nursing.
Murray served as Grand Valley president from 
2001-2006. During that time, enrollment grew 
from 18,000 to 22,000 and Murray led initia-
tives to improve student diversity, academic 
quality, and expand student life programs. He 
will also receive an honorary doctor of public 
service degree.
Stuart B. Padnos will receive an honorary 
doctor of arts degree during the morning cer-
emony. As president of the Stuart and Barbara 
Padnos Foundation, he has established a 
scholars program 
for study abroad 
recipients and also 
created the first 
endowed chair in 
art and design.
Three col-
leges — College 
of Education, 
College of 
Interdisciplinary 
Studies and 
College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences 
— will graduate 
students in the 
afternoon ceremony.
Afternoon commencement speaker Rick DeVos 
established ArtPrize in 2009 as an idea to 
merge social networking, artwork and the pub-
lic. He is also the co-founder of Spout.com and 
other Internet companies devoted to bringing 
simple solutions to large, cultural problems. 
DeVos will be presented with an honorary doc-
tor of public service degree.
Helen DeVos will 
receive an honor-
ary doctor of arts 
degree. She is a 
champion for West 
Michigan’s cultural 
arts, and an advo-
cate who has made 
lasting, positive 
impacts in health 
and education. 
The Alumni 
Association 
will present its 
Distinguished 
Alumni Award to 
John Beyrle, U.S. ambassador to the Russian 
Federation, during the afternoon ceremony. 
Beyrle graduated from Grand Valley in 1975 
with a bachelor’s degree in French. He joined 
the State Department in 1983.
Linda (Nicki) Grinstead, professor of nursing, 
will receive the Outstanding Educator Award 
from the Alumni Association during the morn-
ing ceremony. Grinstead joined Grand Valley’s 
faculty in 1978. 
Potteiger named new  
dean of graduate studies
Grand Valley has named Jeffrey Potteiger as its 
new dean of graduate studies, effective in July.  
Potteiger now works at Miami University in Ohio, 
where he has been a faculty member and served 
in several administrative positions for the past 
seven years. He is currently a professor of kine-
siology and health and the founding director of 
the Center for Health Enhancement. His career 
has also included faculty appointments at Indiana 
State University, University of Kansas, and Virginia 
Commonwealth University.
Potteiger earned a bachelor’s degree from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania and a master’s degree from McDaniel College 
in Westminster, Maryland. He earned a doctorate in exercise physiology 
from Auburn University in Alabama. 
continues on page 2
Mark A. Murray Rick DeVos
Conference in Prague
Photo courtesy of Kate Stoetzner 
Chris Hendree, associate director 
for international recruitment, 
and Kate Stoetzner, director 
of international student and 
scholar services, are pictured in 
Prague, Czech Republic. They 
attended the U.S.A. Triennial 
Workshop sponsored by the U.S. 
State Department and gave a 
presentation. 
Jeffrey Potteiger
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As dean of graduate studies, Potteiger will work with Grand Valley’s 
28 graduate degree programs, and the research and scholarly activities    
associated with them.
Career Services celebrates interns, 
business partners
Career Services hosted 
its fourth annual 
Internship Recognition 
Luncheon on March 31. 
Business partners and 
interns were recognized 
for their service.
The Outstanding Intern 
of the Year was Caitlin 
Brown, a marketing 
major who interned 
with Symplicity 
Communications Inc. 
Catherine Lazarock 
from Symplicity 
Communications was 
named Outstanding 
Internship Supervisor 
of the Year.
Outstanding Internship Employer of the Year awards were presented to 
Gordon Food Service and the Child and Family Resource Council.
Students earn MCC awards
Nine Grand Valley students received awards from the Michigan Campus 
Compact for their dedication and commitment to community service dur-
ing the 14th annual Outstanding Student Service Awards, held April 10 at 
the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center in East Lansing.
Toni Jones-Lipsey, a graduate student from Southfield, earned the 
Outstanding Community Impact Award. Lora Stevens, a senior from 
Alpena, earned the Commitment to Service Award. Jennifer Berlin, 
Geoffrey Hickox, Tiffany Korican, Nam Nguyen, Theresa Rowland, 
Kimberly Shine, and Raymond Yeow earned the Heart and Soul Award.
Michigan Campus Compact is a coalition of college and university presi-
dents committed to fulfilling the public purpose of higher education. It 
promotes the education and commitment of Michigan college students to 
be civically engaged citizens, through creating and expanding academic, 
co-curricular and campus-wide opportunities for community service, 
service-learning and civic engagement.
Kurthen receives Fulbright
Hermann Kurthen, associate professor of sociology, has received a 
Fulbright Award to conduct research at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik in Berlin, Germany.
Kurthen will travel to Berlin in the spring of 2011 to collect documents 
and conduct interviews with members of the German parliament and pol-
icy-makers in the German State Department for his research on German-
American transatlantic relations.
“A comparison of the political culture and dominant values in Germany 
and the U.S. is central to understand the long-term trajectory of postwar 
transatlantic relations,” said Kurthen. “People and their representatives 
in both countries may not only disagree on their definitions of liberty, 
democracy, human rights and health care. They may also have different 
memories and feelings about war, conflict resolution, the Middle East and 
so on. If collective memories, values and their definitions are apart, for-
eign policy and the way nations talk about each other will be as well.”
Kurthen, a naturalized U.S. citizen, was born and raised in Germany and 
has returned several times for academic exchange and to visit family. 
He received his doctorate in sociology from the Free University in West 
Berlin and has a bachelor’s degree in political science and two master’s 
degrees, one in sociology and the other in economics. He came to Grand 
Valley in 2004.
Student Life thanks advisors
The Office of Student 
Life would like to thank 
the following faculty and 
staff members for serving 
as a registered student 
organization advisor during 
the 2009-2010 academic year. 
Grand Valley hosts more 
than 300 registered student 
organizations with 250 
faculty and staff advisors.  
Edward Aboufadel
David Adams
John Alexander
Majd Al-Mallah
Gretchen Ames
Cheryl Anderson
Peter Anderson
Lashonda Anthony
Natalie Armstrong
Damon Arnold
Jeanne Arnold
Todd Aschenbach
Kathleen Bailey
Danny Balfour
John Bancheri
Daniel Bare
Bart Bartels
Kirsten Bartels
Teresa Beck
Lawrence Beery
John Bender
Daniel Bergman
Scott Berlin
Brian Berry
Shawn Bible
Bryan Bickford
John Black
Wallace Boeve
James Bolger
Andrew Booth
Mary Bower Russa
Amy Boyd
Jan Brashler
Ranelle Brew
Amber Brown
Martin Burg
Michelle Burke
David Cannon
John Capodilupo
Richard Carlton
Susan Carson
Cassonya Carter
Angela Caruso
Alice Chapman
David Chapman
Shawna Clark
Richard Cooley
Benjamin Corbett
Judith Corr
Thomas Coy
Amy Crawley
Connie Dang
Denise de la Rosa
Janaan Decker
Gerald DeHondt
Danielle DeMuth
Christine Drewel
Bruce Dunne
Melinda Earley
Michael Eichberger
Kurt Ellenberger
David Elrod
Mostafa El-Said
Gricelda Estrada
Kristen Evans
Olubunmi Fadase
Roger Ferguson
Paul Fishback
Regina Fitzpatrick
Travis Fleming
Robert Flinders
Justin Frear
Andrew Fry
Luke Galen
Takeelia Garrett-Lynn
Patrick Gerkin
Daniel Giedeman
Robert Gildersleeve
Daniel Golembeski
continues on page 3
Photo courtesy of Career Services 
Pictured at the Internship Recognition Luncheon 
are, from left, Provost Gayle Davis, Janice Koopman, 
Caitlin Brown, Catherine Lazarock, Amy Dubbs, 
Candace Cowling and Rachel Becklin. 
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Czech mates convene 
at Grand Valley
The music, dance, theater and food 
of Czech and Slovak lands will be 
explored at the first conference of its 
kind being hosted by Grand Valley.
The Czech and Slovak Music and Arts 
Conference will begin on Friday, April 23, at 
9 a.m. in the Performing Arts Center. Seven 
sessions will be held through Sunday, April 
25. All events are free and open to the public. 
Lisa Feurzeig and Marlen Vavríková, from the 
Department of Music, came up with the idea 
for the conference. Feurzeig teaches music 
history and literature and world music, and 
Vavríková teaches oboe and music history, and 
has taught chamber music and oboe at the 
AMEROPA international festival in Prague.
Following morning sessions on Friday, the first 
keynote address, “Four Stories About Music 
in the Czech Lands: A Meditation on Culture 
Contact,” will be presented at 11 a.m. by Bruno 
Nettl, professor emeritus from the University of 
Illinois. The second keynote address, “Michna 
Up and Down,” will be presented on Saturday 
at 11 a.m. by Michael Beckerman, currently 
the Caroll and Milton Petrie Professor and 
Chair of Music at New York University. 
As part of the conference, a performance of 
Jaroslav Jezek’s Violin Concerto, featuring 
a violin soloist Vítezslav Cernoch with 
the Symphonic Wind Ensemble, will be 
conducted by Barry Martin, at 8 p.m. Friday 
evening at the Louis Armstrong Theatre.
Visit www.czechmusic.us , for the 
complete schedule and registration. 
Educator honored 
at Convocation
The College of Education will honor an 
outstanding educator during its convocation 
ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, April 28, 
at 7 p.m. at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. More 
than 300 graduates are expected to participate. 
The ceremony is a precursor to Grand Valley’s 
Commencement Ceremonies scheduled for 
May 1 at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Deborah Creswell, a third-grade teacher at 
Parkview Elementary School, will receive 
the Outstanding Alumni Educator Award. 
Creswell earned a master’s degree in 
education from Grand Valley in 1989. Creswell 
is being honored for her commitment to 
her students and for creating an Odyssey 
of the Mind team at Huntington Woods.
What’s Ahead
Across Campus
Michele Golightly
James Goode
Linda Goossen
Chitra Gopalakrishnan
Sydney Grammel
Ronald Grew
Jamie Guigar
Heather Gulgin
Aaron Haight
Michelle Harring
Brian Hatzel
Shannon Healy
Barbara Helms
Sylvia Hernandez
Carly Hilinski
Jonathan Hodge
Charles Hogg
Soon Hong
David Huizen
Scott Isenga
Kristen Jack
Christina Jackson
David Jaques
Yoel Joa
Eric Johnson
Simone Jonaitis
Valerie Jones
Lee Karraker
Kari Kensinger
Christopher Kierkus
Jennifer Kierzek
Brian Kingshott
Jesse Koch
Sheldon Kopperl
Larry  Kotman
Frederic Kraft
Hoon Lee
Paul Leidig
David Leonard
Colleen Lewis
Gisella Licari
Elena Lioubimtseva
Steven Lipnicki
Benjamin Lockerd
Christopher Longstreet
Teri Losey
Rodd Lowell
George Lundskow
Kin Ma
Gwyn Madden Woodard
Simha Magal
Pablo Mahave-Veglia
Sebastian Maisel
Barry Martin
Julia Mason
Stephen Matchett
Patricia Matthews
Stephen Mattox
Joseph McCargar
Figen Mekik
Bart Merkle
Jacqueline Miller
Jo Miller
Frederick Mooney
Sharalle Moore
Zulema Moret
Melissa Morison
Bradley Morris
Cray Mulder
Kristine Mullendore
Dana Munk
Paul Murphy
Kevin Neitzert
Nicholas Nelson
Markus Neuhoff
Erik Nordman
Charles Norris
Laudo Ogura
Keith Oliver
Jamie Owen-DeSchryver
Lois Owens
Diana Pace
James Padilla
Adam Panchenko
Tim Penning
Oscar Perry
Jennifer Pope
Ana Posada
Rachel Powers
Sean Prentiss
Amanda Propst Cuevas
Christopher Pung
Benjamin Rapin
Paulette Ratliff-Miller
Diane Rayor
Richard Rediske
David Reed
James Reed
John Reifel
Ross Reynolds
Russell Rhoads
Mark Richards
Mary Richardson
Peter Riemersma
Kim Roberts
Jeremy Robinson
Steven Rosales
John Rosick
Gerardo Ruffino
John Rumery
William Ryan
Christine Rydel
Megan Sanderson
Amy Schelling
Samantha Schenk
Jennifer Schick
Andrew Schlewitz
James Scott
Mary Sharp
Ross Sherman
Ellen Shupe
William Sisco
Ellen Siu
Curtis Smith
Nicholas Smith
Claudia Smith Kelly
James Smither
Reynaldo Soares
Andrew Spear
William Sprague
Scott Stabler
David Stark
Kate Stoetzner
Eric Stoike
Bob Stoll
Timothy Syfert
Erin Taylor
Danyelle Thompson
Todd Tiano
LeaAnn Tibbe
Lucia Treanor
Christian Trefftz
Terry Trier
Glenn Valdez
Richard Vallery
Marene Van Farowe
Adrea VandenBerge
Kathleen VanderVeen
Destiny Vasicek
Daniel Vaughn
Marlena Vavrikova
Matea Vazgec
Maria Villalobos-Buehner
Norwood Viviano
John Weber
Allison Webster
Ashley West
Laurel Westbrook
Kathleen Wheat
Sulari White
Thomas Willey
H. James Williams
Quincy Williams
Rafeal Williams
Sherie Williams
Rebecca Wilson
Patrick Wilson
Roy Winegar
Maureen Wolverton
Richard Yidana
Paul Yu
Julie Yunker
Katalin Zaszlavik
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General Events
Mon., April 19
8 p.m.: Concert Band and Percussion 
Ensemble performance. LAT, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Tues., April 20
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series: 
“Media Training.” 2263 KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar to register. 
8 p.m.: Music Performance by Woodwind 
Quintet with Helen Marlais, piano. CDC. 
Call x13484 for more information.
8 p.m.: University Band performance. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.
Wed., April 21
11:30 a.m.: Human Resources hosts 
Information Session for Medical Plan 
Changes. 136E DEV. Call x12215 for more 
information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts 
Annual Art Show and Reception. 2263 
KC. Call x15437 for more information. 
Noon-5 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 1140 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore for 
more information. 
4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts 
Lavender Graduation. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. Call x12530 for more informa-
tion. 
Thurs., April 22
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.  
11:45 a.m.: Annual Luncheon for 
Administrative/Professional Staff. Grand 
River Room, KC. Call x12215 to RSVP.
Noon-3 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/lakerlore for more information. 
6 p.m.: Dance Performance, “Dance on 
Camera Festival.” 1600 PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Fri., April 23
8 p.m.: Symphonic Wind Ensemble perfor-
mance. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Immigration 
and Domestic Violence Workshop. HOL. 
Call x12748 for more information.
Sat., April 24
8 p.m.: Czech and Slovak Music Concert. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Sports
Wed., April 21
3:30 p.m.: Softball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Joel Orosz, distinguished professor of philan-
thropy, was interviewed by the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy for a story about how foundations 
can prevent populist backlash.
Scott Stabler, assistant professor of history, 
was interviewed by WPRR-AM about the Civil 
War and foriegn policy for its show “Foreign 
Policy and You.”
Roger Moiles, affiliate professor of politi-
cal science, was interviewed by the Grand 
Rapids Press for a story about efforts to exempt 
Michigan from health care reform.
Sketches
Melissa Baker-Boosamra, affiliate professor 
of liberal studies, gave a presentation, “Taking 
It to the Next Level: Strategies for Adaptation 
across the Sustainability Curriculum,” at 
the Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education conference 
at Wake Forest University.
Tom Pentecost, assistant professor of 
chemistry, gave a presentation, “A Learning 
Progression for Structure and Bonding in 
Chemistry,” at the 239th National Meeting 
of the American Chemical Society in San 
Francisco, California.  
Patricia Videtich, professor of geology, gave a 
presentation, “FRESH (Field Research in Earth 
Science Happenings): A Summer Field Program 
for Inner City, Middle School Students,” at the 
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and Letters 
Conference at Calvin College.
Kirkhof College of Nursing faculty members 
Becky Davis and Sue Mlynarczyk participated 
in the Quality and Safety Education in Nursing 
Education Consortium Institute in Washington, 
D.C.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of 
geography and director of the environmen-
tal studies minor, gave a presentation during 
the Copenhagen Protocol Conference at the 
University of Oxford.
Felix Ngassa, associate professor of chemistry, 
gave presentations, “Investigating Efficient 
Catalytic Systems” and “Efficient Catalytic 
Systems” at the National Meeting of the 
American Chemical Society in San Francisco, 
California. 
Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant profes-
sor of physics, wrote an article, “Zero 
Temperature Phases of the Frustrated J1-J2 
Antiferromagnetic Spin-1/2 Heisenberg Model 
on a Simple Cubic Lattice,” published in the 
Journal of Statistical Physics.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of move-
ment science, gave a presentation, “Why the 
Goals You and Your Athletes Set Don’t Work,” 
at the Mercy Health Partners Strength and 
Conditioning for the Competitive Athlete 
Sports Medicine Clinic.
Paul J. Cornish, associate professor of 
political science, wrote articles, “Augustine’s 
Contribution to the Republican Tradition,” 
published in the European Journal of Political 
Theory; and, “Francisco de Vitoria,” published 
in the Encyclopedia of Political Theory.
Pre-order 50th  
anniversary book
Secure your copy of Grand Valley Celebrates 
50 Years of Shaping Lives, the university’s 
commemorative 50th anniversary book, by 
placing a pre-order today. The hardcover book 
is $19.95. Those who preorder will receive a 
free gift, a commemorative bookmark will be 
included with all orders placed before May 1. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/forum50book to preorder a copy, 
or for more information. Credit cards will not be 
charged until the books are in stock, beginning 
in August. Shipping is $8.50. Save on shipping by 
placing an order to hold a book at the Allendale 
or DeVos Center bookstores.
